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Isn’t this a wonderful time of year? In most of our trade territory the crops are looking very good.
Not too long ago we did not expect things to shape up this good for the 1** of August. We could use
one of those June rains we were getting, but they are very sparse in most areas. We are still going to
have a good crop to harvest and some good hay in most areas, just need a couple more good soakers to
get us through August! We continue to spray a little every day but for the most part everything is in good shape. Our focus is now changing.

SFG is getting ready to handle more grain this fall than we have in the past. To accommodate this we have made the following changes:

Knoxville — Installed a new grain dryer that will speed up drying by 30%.

Albia — Installed an additional grain dryer of equal capacity to double our drying capacity.

Centerville — Installed a tower dryer that will triple the drying capacity.

Pleasantville — Tripled our wet holding capacity to give more room on peak days.
This expansion will reduce &/or eliminate time spent waiting to unload during harvest or at the end of the season as the bins fill up. This has
been a major undertaking to get ready for harvest this year. Jason has worked with our millwrights to coordinate things to happen in a timely
fashion. Our bins should be mostly empty and ready to go in October. I will keep you posted as we finish getting prepared for harvest. We
have some really good new crop bids this fall. Check with our local managers about harvest delivery options.
Fertilizer equipment changes:

" Replaced or refurbished all Nh3 equipment to new operating condition

Purchased some new Nh3 tanks & a new dry tender to be pulled with a new semi coming this fall

Updated one of our custom Nh3 tractors to a 19 knife bar at Pleasantville

Charles is painting & decaling Nh3 wagons at Pleasantville

Knoxville shop is rebuilding fertilizer equipment to haul larger loads
We will be the most organized going into fall than we have ever been.

We continue to search for a feed salesman. If you know of someone with a good nutritional background, please send them to us. We hope to
fill this position soon.

At Pleasantville we have been painting the building site and tearing down old bulk bins. Stop in and see the progress, Charles has things
looking good.

Kyle, our youngest son is getting married in a couple of weeks so our household has been busy helping prepare for the big event. I gave him
the “good farmer advice”- get the wedding stuff done so we can be ready to harvest when its time. I was raised to make hay when the sun is
shining and have schooled all my sons to think the same way. My Dad and Grandpa would be proud that I have passed this on to the next
generation!!

You, our customers, are very important to our livelihood. Thanks for your past business, we appreciate it. We will do our best to earn more
of your business in the future.
Thank you,

Max Smith
SFG, General Manager

Gary Sterling
Albia Location Manager

With pastures drying up it is a good time to start using Crystalyx tubs. Crystalyx is an excellent source of
crude protein that helps your livestock to utilize poor quality forage during the digestion process.
We handle the following products plus many more to fit your needs:

IONO-LYX B300 - Better weight gain
Mineral-Lyx - All season mineral supplement
Fescue-Lyx - Cattle grazing fescue pastures
Rolyx -Max with Rabon - Fly control

We now offer creep feed (16% with rumensin) which can be contracted through December 2011. Prices change every Tuesday. If you are
enrolled in the Hubbard 0% financing program all Hubbard products can be applied to it. If you have any questions about the Hubbard or
Kent 0% financing contact the SFG offices. Feed prices are subject to big swings this summer due to the grain market volatility. If the
USDA comes out with a report that we have plenty of stocks on hand the prices should go down, but any weather problems could drive the
cost of feed up. Who knows what the weather is going to do until it is over! Mark Jacobs at Albia (641-932-2100) or Roger Malletta at Cen-
terville (641-856-2828), for feed questions or concerns.



Jerry Don Johnson
Albia/Centerville Agronomy Sales

As many of you know, the critical period for weed control is within the first four to six weeks after planting. Yields
should not be affected by weeds if they come up while the crop is emerging or soon after. This is true if you have a
program put in place to keep the weeds controlled within those first weeks after planting. Weeds that emerge after
this critical period normally will not affect yields due to the crop’s head start.

Most growers’ management practice is very similar to the one above and favors weed species with a late or prolonged emergence
period. Waterhemp is an example of a weed that escapes being controlled by emergence after control tactics have been implemented. Decisions
to treat these weeds should be based on economic returns and not field appearance.

High temperatures and low soil moisture this year have reduced the ability of the plant to absorb the herbicide, which will reduce herbicide effec-
tiveness. When spraying make sure to use the full recommended rates for best results. Do not spray if temperatures exceed 85 degrees during the
day and if temperatures are not below 80 degrees during the night. This is due to a couple factors. First drought conditions slow the growth of
weeds. This in return reduces the effectiveness of roundup. For this reason you should use the max rate and spray when the temperature is cool
enough that the plant is actively growing.

The best late season weed control can come from the decisions you make on your chemicals in the early season. Products such as Extreme and
Sharpen have worked well this year in keeping bean fields clean. If you do not like the way your bean fields look, talk to one of your SFG
agronomist to discuss your options.

Corey Garrington
Knoxville Agronomy Sales

With soybean maturity nearing R3 and R4 now would be the ideal time to spray Headline. BASF’s definition of <
Headline is, “a fast action broad-spectrum fungicide with a high level of activity on major diseases that threaten
yield and crop quality. Not only does Headline provide excellent disease control and stress tolerance, it promotes
growth efficiency through better use of nitrogen fertilizer”.

As we scout fields looking to see what diseases are out there and the severity, we also need to be aware of insects and the damage they are caus-
ing. lowa State research has shown that soybeans typically harbor an incredible diversity of insects that feed on the plants. This is from the time
they start to crack the soil, until the last leaf has dropped in late summer.

If either a fungicide or an insecticide treatment is needed, they can be sprayed by either an aerial applicator or ground equipment depending on
your needs. In some situations both treatments may be needed at the same time. Please contact your SFG salesman with any questions.
Here is a test that lowa State University performed and the results:

Table 1. Yield response to applications of Headline fungicide.

Treatment Yield (bw/acre)
Sprayed at R3 56.1 a
Sprayed at R1 53.5 ab
Unireated check 51.8 bl

LSDy 5 =3.3bushels.
"Groups with the same letter are not significantly
different from one another.

Casey Cortum C.C.A.
Seed Specialist

As the aroma of corn dogs and funnel cakes hit the air, for the most part we seem to be looking at a pretty good
2011 crop. With a few timely rains in the following weeks we should for a successful fall. Now, I know the fur-
thest thing from any farmers mind is next year but really it is not too early to begin thinking about the big
picture.

This is a good time to evaluate your hybrid and variety selection from the year before. By now, most of the corn is tasseled and starting to fill
grain. Here are few questions to ask yourself to make sure you are selecting the right traits and genetics for your farm:

How was corn emergence? Was it vigorous enough to outgrow the wet conditions?

Did you have any issues with green snap during some of the early storms?

Are you experiencing any disease pressure?

Is there any corn rootworm pressure in your fields?
Many of these questions can be applied to beans as well. If your answer is yes to any of these questions, we need to re-evaluate your hybrid se-
lection this fall. However, keep in mind that every year is different and each hybrid will react different to the weather and environment.

That brings me to the trait selection. Next year we will have more choices than we have ever had to choose from. Ranging from the highest
level of protection that includes SmartStax and Agrisure Viptera 3111. Both of these will give you Black cutworm, Corn Earworm, Corn Root-
worm and European corn borer protection. Then we go down a level to the ‘triple stack’ varieties and a new trait that will be available will be
VT Double Pro. The VT Double Pro includes 2 modes of corn borer resistance which enables you to reduce to a 5% refuge that is already in the
bag. Keep in mind this is barring EPA approval later in the fall but all signs point toward approval. For beans we also need to think about soy-
bean cyst nematode resistance, sudden death syndrome tolerance, high yield potentials, and plant height.

So even though it seems a little early to start thinking about next year, it never hurts to think ahead and have a game plan ready for what you
want and don’t want in the coming year. Believe it or not, in less than 60 days we will be combining! Have a safe rest of the summer from all
of us here at SFG!



Mark Young
Agronomy Manager

|| Early this season I began to notice a strange occurrence in southern Iowa corn fields that had NH3 as the primary
“H nitrogen source. The leaves were yellowing at the tips. The fields had ample nitrogen, so I was confused. I con-
tacted the Iowa State University Extension office. They helped me diagnose the problem as a sulfur deficiency. 1
was surprised because no one ever talks about sulfur problems around here.

It is true that for decades, soil fertility research in the corn belt rarely noted sulfur deficiency in soils. Agronomists credit years of rainfall
that deposited sulfuric acid from industrial smoke stacks into the soil, with helping keep sulfur levels high. Now as pollution is reduced
there is much less acid rain. On top of this we are producing higher yields which demand more organic matter. With both of these situations
working against each other, sulfur is becoming a more limited resource. When we were content getting 150 bushels of corn, organic matter
could supply the sulfur readily. Now with yields in excess of 180 bushel per acre, it takes more sulfur to produce those yields. A 180 bushel
per acre corn yield needs about 25 pounds of sulfur.
The most common method of applying sulfur is using ammonium sulfate, “Smith Super Grow”. Sulfur is essential for many plant functions:

A structural component of protein and peptides

Active in the conversion of inorganic N into protein

A catalyst in chlorophyll production

As we push yields up, sulfur will impact nitrogen and phosphate uptake efficiencies. To get the synergy, these nutrients need to be close
together in the soil. It is important to note that sulfur responds best when all other nutrients in a field are supplied and all the plants needs are
met. Contact your SFG agronomist to explain how Smith Super Grow, “Ammonium Sulfate”, can help increase your corn yields.

Burl Sealls
Super Grow Salesman

Overall, corn treated with Super Grow looks really good in south central Iowa this season. Our corn crop, is off to a
good start in spite of heavy rainfall and cool wet conditions early, followed by hot unforgiving temperatures in late June
and July. Towa’s favorite row crop is fighting to hold it’s own against Mother Nature. Super Grow fields have fared well
compared to the other forms of nitrogen fertilizer under these conditions. Maybe it is the extra P and K, or the Sulfur in every pound we sell.
We have just started to see disease and insect pressure in some fields. Patterns of universal demise just haven’t emerged fully to challenge
the golden grain’s ability to resist yield robbing field conditions. For now, corn continues to grow and is still looking good. Remember we
still have several critical months before harvest. Mother Nature can still deliver our fields a yield robbing blow, so don’t count your bins full
just yet!

Cortney Schmidt
Marketing Director/Agronomy Assistant

As some of you may know there is a new face in the Knoxville office. My name is Cortney Schmidt and I will be
| working for you as the new Marketing Director at SFG. I grew up on a family farm north of Ocheyedan, lowa
,,L which can be located in extreme northwest lowa. (Yes, I am a LONG way from home') My family raises hogs,
cattle, and row crops. I recently graduated from Iowa State University with a major in Agricultural Education and

Communications along with minors in Agronomy and International Agriculture. Throughout college I was extremely
active with the Jowa FFA, Collegiate FFA, VEISHEA Inc., and other agricultural organizations which helped me develop an interest in my
major.

Over the past two summers I have been an intern for Land O’Lakes on the agronomy side. My first role was a sales intern/crop scout and
then as communications/marketing intern. My last semester at [owa State I also student taught at Jefferson-Scranton High School in the Ag-
ricultural Education department and have my teaching license.

Working for Smith Fertilizer & Grain provides me with a unique opportunity to combine my marketing background with my interests in
Agronomy and Education. My responsibilities will include assisting with the website, creating company materials, planning events, and
assisting the agronomy department. I am very excited about this opportunity and look forward to meeting you!

Brad Kaufman C.C.A.
Pleasantville Agronomy Sales

This year and last year’s growing seasons have been very similar, and we know how last year’s crop turned out.
First we were too wet at the beginning of the season and now we are entering a stretch of hot weather during
pollination. However, I believe we have a better crop growing today than we did last year, but things can
change in a hurry. With the 90+ degree heat we have experienced, especially during pollination, we could be cutting yield with each passing
day.

We need heat units to get the corn growing, but during pollination we want to see it a little cooler. The high heat will not slow down the
tassel from producing pollen, but it can slow down silking. This is significant because if the pollen sheds before the silks emerge it will re-
duce the chances for successful pollination. Also the heat stress can increase the chances of smaller ears, tip backs, and fewer kernels per ear
which results in lower yields.

Finally, the heat can really zap yield if the corn starts to roll. Yield can be reduced a whole percent for every 12 hours of leaf rolling, except
during pollination when it becomes a whole percent reduction for every 4 hours. However, when moisture is sufficient we can handle one
day of 90+ degree heat, but if we go four days we have an additional one percent yield loss on top of the leaf rolling. Furthermore the fifth
day becomes a two percent reduction, and the sixth day results in an additional four percent yield loss. Generally a six day heat wave at silk-
ing time will put us below the yield trend lines, which is 174 bushels for us in Iowa. This heat has been hard on us all, but it could be much
harder on our crop. Just as we experienced last year, we have a heat wave setting in during pollination, which could potentially cut our yield
drastically.



